Faith on Film 2010 Spring Semester: Regions of Conflict

Wednesday, February 17 “Waltzes with Bashir”

One night at a bar, an old friend tells director Ari about a recurring nightmare in which he is
chased by 26 vicious dogs. The two men conclude that there's a connection to their Israeli Army
mission in the first Lebanon War of the early eighties. Ari is surprised that he can't remember a
thing anymore about that period of his life. Intrigued by this riddle, he decides to meet and
interview old friends and comrades around the world. He needs to discover the truth about that
time and about himself. As Ari delves deeper and deeper into the mystery, his memory begins to
creep up in surreal images.

Wednesday, March 3: “Lions for Lambs”

Lions for Lambs begins after two determined students at a West Coast University, Arian and
Ernest, follow the inspiration of their idealistic professor, Dr. Malley, and attempt to do
something important with their lives. But when the two make the bold decision to join the battle
in Afghanistan, Malley is both moved and distraught. Now, as Arian and Ernest fight for survival
in the field, they become the string that binds together two disparate stories on opposite sides of
America. In California, an anguished Dr. Malley attempts to reach a privileged but disaffected
student who is the very opposite of Arian and Ernest. Meanwhile, in Washington D.C. the
charismatic Presidential hopeful, Senator Jasper Irving, is about to give a bombshell story to a
probing TV journalist that may affect Arian and Ernest's fates.

Wednesday March 17: “The Color of Freedom”

James Gregory once lived in a farm and had befriended a native youth, Bafana, and had even
had a photograph taken with him. Years later, James has nothing but shame and regret, as many
South African Caucasians in the oppressive Apartheid-era ridiculed him, leading him to hate
Africans. He seeks to redeem himself by spying on imprisoned African National Congress
Leader, Nelson Mandela James is uncomfortable when he witnesses Caucasian police and
security officers' brutality against civilians, including infants, and tries to understand why Nelson
became a rebel. This leads him to examine the 'Freedom Charter', a banned document and when
he does read this document, he changes his mind about Nelson's freedom struggle. The film is
based on a true story.

Wednesday, March 24: “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas”

Young Bruno lives a wealthy lifestyle in prewar Germany along with his mother, elder sister,
and SS Commandant father. The family relocates to the countryside where his father is assigned
to take command a prison camp. A few days later, Bruno befriends another youth, strangely
dressed in striped pajamas, named Shmuel who lives behind an electrified fence. Bruno will soon
find out that he is not permitted to befriend his new friend as he is a Jew, and that the
neighboring yard is actually a prison camp for Jews awaiting extermination.



